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On the other hand, if he should prove an un-
grateful spirit, and hang an a------, as the modest

call it, being unwilling to come into bondage ; then,
I say, we must try if we cannot find the way to do
it without him, and, by our black art, play the devil
with him, and force him to come when he is called,
go when he is sent, and do as he is bid ; as our pre-
decessors the ancient magicians of Egypt did before
us, who made him assist Moses and Aaron, and
make frogs and snakes, just as they directed him:
though it seems, when they commanded him to
make lice, the least and lousiest creature of them
all, the honest Devil confessed it was out of his
power, that God was above the Devil, and that, in a
word, he could not do it; by which, however, he
lost a great deal of his credit with his employers,
and perhaps with the king himself.

That the Devil assisted the magicians of Egypt to
do those things, or, in short, that they made use of
him as their instrument, is plain from the text, viz.,
that they did it by their enchantments : what man-
ner of conjurings or enchantments they were that
they made use of, we have no particular light into
from the sacred text, but perhaps some guess may
be made at it, from what happened frequently in
those countries in after-ages.

Also we find that whatever the magicians in Per-
sia, and in Media, and in those Eastern countries
were, (for their credit continued many ages,) yet in
Egypt they were, after that, chiefly sorcerers and
dealers with the Devil; and in a word, Egypt seemed
to be the nursery of human devils for all the world.
Hence Balaam is called a witch, and hence in the
Roman times the Egyptian sorcerers were brought
to Antioch for the assistance of Julian the Apostate,
to utter predictions, and to flatter the emperor with
their good omens and their prognostications; in
which he was so superstitious, that they put the